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Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

One of the big problems that we as religious people must constantly
reckon with is why good people suffer. So often it happens that
people who have acted honorably, morally, and compassionately have
had tragedies occur to them and their family. The question they
always ask is, "Rabbi, why should I have tried all my life to live

morally and decently? Look where it has gotten me."

This is a tough question. There are no easy answers. Several times
people have C'Ul;le up to me and told me that since G-d has not treated
them well, they are going to stop treating G-d well. They are going
to stop keeping kosher. They are going to stopvcolfni@ to shul. They
are never going to light the candles on Friday night again. They

are going to-pull their kids out of Hebrew school. "We are not going

to do a thing G-d wants if He is not going to prevent these types

of tragedies from happening to us," they say.

These people have misconstrued Judaism's promise. Judaism has never
promised that we will not have problems. The only thing Judaism
promises is that if we will practice our religion we will be given
the strength to overcome our problems. G-d, we say, has His own
calculations. Our religion is not a pagan religion. We do not believe
that we can control G-d by magic. We cannot, through the use of
different ceremonies, force G-d to do anything. He does what He
wants to do. We believe that G-d is just and G-d is right, but since
we do not know from where we came or to where we are going or all

the secrets of the universe, we cannot know what ultimately is right
and good and what is not. We can only know what'sright and good aze

in the narrow context of our lives and the lives of the people in
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our generation, and this narrow context may be totally wrong.

G-d did not make a bargain with us saying tha; if we will always
keep His commandments no evil will ever happen to us. After all,
G-d created death which, from our narrow context, is a terrible evil,
and everybody is going to die, the righteous and the wicked. Why
G-d had to create death, only He knows. He obviously could have

created a world without it. '

G-d has placed us in a world in which there will be inevitable pain

and suffering: the pain of separation from loved ones who have gone

on; the pain of conflicting ambitions; the pain of unrequited love,

etc. G-d has also given us the mechanism (the practice of Judaism),
thbugh, which we u&*ﬁ His strength to overcome our problems,
our pains, and our hurt. Why G-d had to put us in a situation where

we need His strength in order to overcome our problems, only He knows.

Those people who tell me, "Rabbi, I am giving up Judaism because
G-d is not fair, and I will not do anything for G-d because He has
not done right by me" are usually very disappointed. I always ask
them several months after they have given up everything whether they
are happier now because they have given up Judaism. They invariably
tell me no. They are more miserable. They cannot seem to come to
grips with themselves or their problems. They confide in me that
they really were better off when they practiced their religion.
Their religion was such a source of strength and comfort and hope

to them. G-d, on the one hand, allows tragedies to happen, but,

on the other hand, He gives us the strength and courage to overcome
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them. Those people who give up Judaism in a pique or rage hurt themselves.

They do not hurt G-d.

These basic Jewish teachings are exemplified in the Torah portionm,

Ay PR ume,
Shemos, when we learn how, when G-d appears to Moshe, He appears
to him in ut burning bush. The bush burns and burns and burns but
it is not consumed. This is a symbol of the Jewish people who will
undergo many trials and tribulations but will never be totally consumed.
They will be given the strength to overcome the problems of life.
This idea is again emphasized in the answer that G-d gives to Moshe
when Moshe asks Him, "What is Your name?" G-d answers, "I will be
Who I will be." Usually this is translated as, "I am Who I am,"
but that is not a correct translation. The correct translation is,
"I will be Who I will be." 1In other words, G-d's promise of a world
perfected under His leadership will eventually be fulfilled. He
has stated that in spite of the problems and troubles that we find
ourselves in now, His promise will eventually prevail and all tgeo;&e
problems will be eradicated forever. There is hope in the world.
It is this hope which gives us the strength to overcome our problems.
G-d does not tell us when this future will occur exactly, but we
know that we can only have a part in this future, feel this hope,
if we lead moral and decent lives. If we do not lead moral and decent

lives we cannot feel this hope, and we will be overcome with despair,

and life will overwhelm us.

On the way to the gas chamber the Jews during the Holocaust sang
"Anee Mameen - I believe with perfect faith in the coming of the

Messiah, and even though He may tarry, I believe in His coming."”
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Here were people whose lives were about to end, yet they had the

courage and the strength to face death with faith because they knew

that somehow, by their adhering to Jewigh principles, they were furthering
G-d's purposes. Their death perhaps dramatized in the most startling

way the need the world has for these Jewish principles. When man

tries to live without them he ends up acting worse than any animal.

Moshe, at the end of this Torah portion, is very upset. Here he
just had done what G-d had asked him to do: he left his comfortable
home to come to Egypt to rescue the Jewish people from slavery, but
since his coming things had gotten worse, not better. The people
were denied straw, and the rabbis explain that they were even denied
the privilege of gathering together and drawing strength from each
other. That's why the Torah says "Lo Soseefun Losais Teven - You
shall not continue to give straw." The word "Soseefun" is spelled
wrong. It is spelled with an Aleph. The rabbis explain that the
Aleph was put there to indicate that this word can also be read as
"to gather together - you will not gather together." You will not

be able to draw strength from each other.

Moshe had done the right thing. Moshe had done what G-d had commanded hwa
and things got worse, not better. The people knew this all too well,

and they bitterly complained and said to Moshe, "G-d should look

upon you and He shall judge because you made us stink in the eyes

of Pharaoh and in the eyes of his servants to give a sword in their

hand to kill us." And Moshe complained to G-d, "Why did You do evil

to this people? Why did You send me? Since I came to Pharach to
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speak in Your name, he has done evil to this people and You do not

save Your people." Here Moshe did the right thing, and the results

up to now had been disastrous. G-d later reminds Moshe that He will
remember the treaty He made with the forefathers and He will save e Yask
::-’tf. The people, though, did not want to listen to Moshe, and Mosghe
gets more discouraged. G-d tells him, though, to persevere, to continue
in spite of the troubles that have occurred since he came. Ultimately
we all know that salvation did come to the Jewish people in Egypt.

They were saved from slavery but not everyone was saved. They left
behind those ;ﬁ&: were killed in Egypt, but the suffering of those

people had not been in vain. It had eventually brought redemption

to our people.

We do not know why G-d causes us to suffer. We do not know why tragedies
occur in the world. All we know is, like Moshe, G-d wants us to
persevere; to continue to do the right thing and the-geed=ehing.

We do the right thing because it is the right thing, not because

we will be personally rewarded. We do the right thing because unless

we do the right thing, we will lose our own sense of integrity and
self-respect, and we will not be able to deal with any of life's
problems. Doing what is right and moral not only gives us the strength
and the courage to continue but, ultimately, we all instinctively

know it helps bring about the day when, as we say in the Kaddish,

He will establish His kingdom.

We have just finished celebrating the holiday of Chanukah. We all

admire the bravery of the five Maccabee brothers and how, thanks
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to their doing the right thing, Judaism was saved. What we fail

to mention is that four of the five brothers were killed in battle
against the Syrian Greeks, among them Judah Maccabee, himself. Doing
the right thing is ncrguarantee that we will not suffer. What it

GuartowTes 15 R . R
foes Ls—oncuse that we will be able to maintain our ewa dignity and

wonl
self-respect and permit us to be part of the process of bringing
near the day when the world will be perfected. "May He Who creates

peace in the heavens above, may He create peace for us and for all

Israel and say ye amen."




